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Kasasagi Bridge
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The Tokaido Road Route 
                       in the Hirakata-shuku

Access Route to the Hirakata Wharf
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Hirakata Park
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Yodogawa River
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Honjin [Accommodations]
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“Kagiya” was allegedly founded as an inn for sailors about 400 years ago. It was the most famous inn in the Hirakata-shuku.
The main building constructed in the beginning of the 19th century still retains the atmosphere of the Hirakata-shuku at that time. In 1997, the valuable building was designated as a tangible culture property by Hirakata City.
The main building is the reproduction of Kagiya in the Edo period. In both the main building and the annex, there are the exhibitions for visitors to learn the history of the Hirakata-shuku clearly and concisely.
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Banshoura-ezu
 [Picture depicting the inlet near the guard office]
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The Yodogawa River was the important water transportational route connecting Fushimi (Kyoto) and Osaka. In the most prosperous period, more than 1,000 cargo-passenger boats including “Sanjikkoku-bune [a boat that carried passengers with cargos of about 4500 kg]” used the Hirakata-shuku. “Funabansho [a guard office in charge of water transportation]” monitored those boats every day.
“Niuri-cha-bune” was boats that sold foods and drinks to passengers of Sanjikkoku-bune. The boats were nicknamed “Kurawanka-bune”. “Kurawanka” is the sales talk that Niuri-cha-bune’s staff used when foods and drinks were sold.
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Toiyaba was the public office in charge of any post town works such as relaying people and/or horses to another post town, and arranging inns for travelers for public purposes. In addition, the Toiya’s officers got involved in private transportations. Toiya Yakunin (Shuku Yakunin) [Toiya’s or Hirakata-shuku’s public officer] worked at Toiyaba.
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Shukueki Toiyaba no Zu
[Picture of Toiyaba 
in the Hirakata-shuku]
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Honjin was an inn where Daimyos [feudal lords], the officers of the Tokugawa shogunate, or the nobles rested or stayed. Honjin was a large and high-social building unlike a normal inn. The building had the gate, the entrance, the main entrance for socially high rank persons, and “Jodan no Ma [the room where the floor was one step higher than others. It was used for socially high rank persons]”.
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Shikinai Okami-jinja Shrine in the Mt. Mannenji is one of the eight views of Hirakata. The shrine has the famous plum orchard.
Allegedly, here was Ochaya-goten Palace. It was the building where Hideyoshi Toyotomi rested or stayed.
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Soza no Tsuji was the junction between the Tokaido Road (the Kyokaido Road) and the Iwafunekaido Road. The junction was next to the house of Soza Sumino who was an oil refiner. Therefore, the junction was named Soza no Tsuji.
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Higashimitsuke was the east gate of the Hirakata-shuku. 
The Amanogawa River is running near the east gate. The river is said to be relating to Tale of Tanabata.
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In the Yodogawa River Museum, you can learn the records of water controls and floodings in the Yodogawa River. Furthermore, the history of the water transportation and the people’s way of life in the Hirakata-shuku are introduced.
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『Kawachi Meisho Zue』「Tenkawa River」
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Karisute Kosatsuba
[The place where a bulletin board was put] 
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Hirakata-shuku,
the town in which
history is breathing

Starting in the early 17th century, the Tokugawa Shogunate began constructing roads and establishing post towns [post town = “shuku”] throughout Japan.  Consequently, the Fushimi-shuku, the Yodo-shuku, the Hirakata-shuku, and the Moriguchi-shuku were built to extend the Tokaido Road.
The Hirakata-shuku was 797 ken (1.5 km) between Higashimitsuke and Nishimitsuke. The Hirakata-shuku was one of the very busy post towns where not only Toiyaba and Honjin but also many town houses including inns and merchant’s houses were built. 
After Yoshimune Tokugawa assumed the 8th Shogun, Munenao Tokugawa succeeded the Yoshimune’s position as the 6th feudal lord of the Kii Tokugawa Family. Since he went to Edo for Sankin-kotai in 1741 (Kanpo 1st), the feudal lord’s processions of the Kii Tokugawa family often passed through the Tokaido Road to demonstrate the authority of the Shogun’s Family in Osaka and Kyoto. When the feudal lords headed to Edo or Kii (Currently Wakayama), they always stayed at the Hirakata shuku. 
In addition, Hirakata was not only the relay port for the Yodogawa River water transportation but also the distribution center of rice, Kawachi cotton, and rapeseed. Hence, Hirakata prospered as a business town and played a key role as a junction for water and land transportations where people or goods run back and forth.
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   Houses in town 
   still remained until now

   The road is still dotted with Machiya 
with Japanese latticework, insect-cage
windows, and “Udatsu” sleeves. Those
buildings convey the atmosphere of the
post town to us. 
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[Accommodations]
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