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Hirakata-shuku, an area where
the breath of history is felt

The Tokugawa Shogunate began building
roads and post town stations nationwide in
the early 17th century and established four
post stations-Fushimi, Yodo, Hirakata, and
Moriguchi-as an extension of the Tokaido
Road.

Hirakata-shuku, stretching for 797 ken
(approx. 1.5 km) from the higashimitsuke
[east gate of the old post town] to the
hishimitsuke [west gate of the old post
town], thrived with not only toiyaba
[administrative office for freight forwarders)
and honjin [accommodations] but also
hatago (inn), merchant houses, and many
other townhouses lined up.

Yoshimune, the lord of the Kii Tokugawa
clan, assumed the position of the eighth
shogun of the Tokugawa shogunate.
Afterwards, when Munenao, the sixth lord
of the clan, headed to Edo (in 1741) under
the feudal system of mandatory
alternate-year residence in Edo, he and his
vassals traveled along the Tokaido Road to
demonstrate the shogun’s authority in Osaka
and Kyoto. Subsequently, it became the
norm for the clan to use the road and stay
at Hirakata-shuku on their way to and from
Edo.

In addition, Hirakata served as a transit port
for the water transportation of the
Yodogawa River and as a trading center
handling items such as rice, Kawachi cotton,
and rapeseed. Prospering as a local town,
the area played an important role as a key
hub of land and water transportation with
active exchange of people and goods.

Futon Taiko Jungyo
[Parade]

The Futon Taiko Jungyo is a traditional event dating
back to approximately 300 years ago. In this autumn
festival, people parade down the roads, yelling
courageous chants, and offer prayers for a good
harvest to Okami-jinja Shrine.

The Kawachi region was originally a major
cotton-growing area. It is said that this is
symbolized by the red futon [padded mattress]
decoration at the top of the taiko [drum)].

Guide Map of Hirakata-shuku [Post Town],

Tokaido Road (to Kyoto)
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Watash-ba [frry port)
(Hirakata-watashi) [ferry]
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Townhouse that
still remains today

Some paths to the road are still dotted
with townhouses, whose dekoushi
lattices, mushikomado windows,
sodeudatsu walls and many other
features exude a dignified atmosphere
from the olden days of the post town.

Higashimitsuke @}

The area is located at the eastern gate
of Hirakata-shuku, with the Amanogawa
River, featured in the Tanabata star
legend, flowing nearby.
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[post town] @
Kagivya Museum

Mannenjivama Hill

and @

Ochaya-goten Palace

Located on Mannenjiyama Hill, Okami-jinja
Shrine, included in a historic list of
long-established shrines, is counted among
Hirakata's Eight Best Views and renowned e I S
for the plum grove in its precincts.

It is said that Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s

Ochaya-goten Palace was located in this

Kagiya was a shipping agent representing
Hirakata-shuku and is said to have been
established about 400 years ago.
Believed to have been constructed in the
early 19th century, its main building is a
valuable structure with the appearance
of Hirakata-shuku at that time still

maintained. In recognition of this, it was area.
ot e T Former site of Honiin @) ;
- : : Soza-no-tsuji

In the exhibition areas of the main [ACCOmmOdathnS] YOdOgawa R|Ver 6 @

building and annex, whose appearances Museum [CrOSeradS]

have been restored to those from the Honjin was intended for high-ranking people such

Edo period, the history of Hirakata-shuku as daimyo, shogunate officials, and nobles. Unlike The museum introduces records on flood In this corner was the crossroads

is explained in an easy-to-understand ordinary inns called hatago, it was a large-scale, control and flooding of the Yodogawa River, of the Tokaido Road (to Kyoto) and

manner. prestigious structure featuring a gate, an as well as the history of ship transportation the lwafune Kaido Road. It was
entrance, a raised floor inside the front door, and and popular culture. named after Sumino Soza, an oil
a room with a raised floor. refinery whose family house was

located next to the crossroads.

Amanogawa River, Picture of Noted Places in Kawachi

Okashinmachi Village @)

Hirakata-shuku [post town] was made up of four
areas (Okashinmachimura, Okamura, Mitsuyamura,
and Doromachimura), and Okashinmachimura was
located across the Amanogawa River and at the
eastern entrance to Hirakata-shuku. In 1737,the
number of houses in Okashinmachimura was 91, 37
of which were merchant houses.

Dobashi (Hirakata Bridge) €)

The Ango River (Nakagawa River), how covered over,
once flowed here. In the Edo period, Hirakata-shuku
had two Hirakata Bridges, one to the north and the
other to the south. Since the Meiji period, the
northern bridge has been called Kasasagibashi and
the southern bridge Hirakatabashi. Part of the main
pillar with the inscription “Hirakatabashi” still
remains today.
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